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Why have multiple measures of crime? What advantages and disadvantages do multiple measures bring?

 

Figure 2.4  n  Summary of Major Sources of National Crime Data in the United States
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Regardless of the data source used, current estimates indicate that violent and property 

crime are relatively rare in the United States. This is not to say that there is no crime—there 
is. The United States, however, has been enjoying a period of relatively low violent and 
property crime rates since they peaked in the early 1990s. Consider, for example, murder 
and nonnegligent manslaughter. The public fears this type of violence for obvious rea-
sons. In 2014, the FBI’s SHR estimated that 13,472 individuals in the United States were  
murdered.38 This represents a 2.0% decrease in the number of people murdered in the 
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California cops frustrated with 
'catch-and-release' crime-
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